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1. Introduction  

 

Proposals for Enoch Hill Wind Farm   

 

This Pre-Application Consultation (PAC) Report was prepared by PPS to explain, in 

detail, the consultation programme undertaken by E.ON to consult on its proposals 

for a 23 turbine wind farm located to the south west of New Cumnock in East 

Ayrshire. A site map is available in Appendix VI.  

 

The consultation consisted of four Public Information Days held on, 6th, 7th, 14th and 

15th of November 2012. Two Public Exhibitions were also held on 7th and 8th of 

October 2014. As part of the consultation process a Community Liaison Group (CLG) 

was formed; and there was ongoing dialogue with local residents and stakeholders.  

 

The Public Exhibitions were advertised in the New Cumnock Chronicle as well as by 

newsletters, postcards and letters to residents and businesses within 15km radius of 

the site. The Public Information Days and the Public Exhibitions were all well 

attended. All of the questionnaires have been collated and analysed to be submitted 

with the formal planning application to the Scottish Government’s Energy Consents 

Unit.  
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Overview of Consultation Activity  

Pre-application consultation has been undertaken with local residents, stakeholders 

and elected members in a number of ways including: 

 Four Public Information Days: 

 Lagwyne Village Hall, Carsphairn , 6th November 2012 

 New Cumnock Community Education Centre, 7th November 2012  

 Hillview Leisure Centre, Kelloholm, 14th November 2012  

 Dalmellington Community Centre, 15th November 2012  

 

 

The Public Information Days were advertised in the following ways: 

  

 A press release was issued to the Cumnock Chronicle, Recharge News and 

Utility Week during the week beginning the 15th of October 2012 see 

Appendix II  for copies of the press coverage.  

 Posters were sent to 36  local businesses see Appendix II for a copy of the 

poster. 

 Letters were also sent to:  

 72 local residents and businesses  

 E.ON’s Stakeholder Engagement Consultants Ayrnet Marketing made calls 

to Cumnock and New Cumnock ward members.  

 E.ON’s Stakeholder Engagement Consultants Ayrnet Marketing made calls 

to the following Community Councils to invite them along to the Public 

Information Days. In addition to this direct invites were also sent out to each 

of these groups: 

 Carsphairn Community Council  

 Kirkconnel and Kelloholm Community Council 

 New Cumnock Community Council  

 Sanquhar Community Council  

 

 

 

 

 

 Two Days of Public Exhibitions: 
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 Dalmellington Community Centre, Tuesday 7 October 2014, 4pm to 

8pm. 

 New Cumnock Community Centre, Wednesday 8 October 2014, 4pm 

to 8pm. 

 

 

The Public Exhibitions were advertised in the following ways: 

 Newsletters were distributed to 10144 local residents and businesses within 

15km of the site. See Appendix I  for a copy of the newsletter.  

 An advert was placed in the Cumnock Chronicle on the 24th September and 1st 

October 2014. See Appendix III for a copy of the advert.  

 Posters were sent out to 12 local businesses.  

 Letters were also sent to: (See Appendix III for a copy of the letter).  

 Local Councillors for Cumnock and New Cumnock Ward 

 Local Councillors for the Doon Valley Ward 

 Jim Hume MSP 

 Joan McAlpine MSP 

 Claudia Beamish MSP 

 Chic Brodie MSP 

 Aileen McLeod MSP 

 Adam Ingram MSP 

 Graeme Pearson MSP 

 Paul Wheelhouse MSP  

 Catrine Community Trust 

 

 E.ON’s Stakeholder Engagement Consultants Ayrnet Marketing made calls to 

invite the following Community Councils to the Public Exhibition  

 New Cumnock 

 Cumnock Landward 

 Ochiltree 

 Patna 

 Dalmellington 

 Carsphairn  

 Kirkconnel & Kelloholm  

 Sanquhar  
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 Dedicated Project website set up and updated throughout the process 

 Ongoing consultation with local residents, Community Councils and 

stakeholders 

 Meetings with local residents: 

 Two separate house visits on 3rd July 2014 

 

 CLG set up to feed back into the design process. Four meetings of the CLG 

held on: 

 27th May 2014 

 2nd July 2014 

 10th September 2014  

 15th July 2015 

 

 

The membership of the CLG was made up of local residents who had expressed an 

interest as well as the following community councils and local groups:  

 New Cumnock 

 Carsphairn  

 Kirkconnel & Kelloholm  

 Sanquhar 

 Robert Burns Club  

 Carsphairn Renewable Energy Fund Ltd 

 

A Freephone number, Freepost address, email address and a project website were 

prominent in all of the correspondence with residents and stakeholders.  

 

  

Enoch Hill Wind Farm 
Freepost RRSE-KZCU-AZJL 
E.ON 
Westwood Business Park 
Westwood Way 
Coventry 
CV4 8LG 
swscotland@eon.com 
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2. Methodology and Programme 

 

Statutory Context 

 

E.ON is aware of the importance of involving local people in development proposals, 

both prior to and following the submission of a planning application.  

 

Proposals for wind farms larger than 50MW are subject to the consenting procedures 

set out in Section 36 of the Electricity Act 1989 (the Electricity Act) and are made 

directly to the Scottish Ministers. As this development proposal is for a wind farm of 

up to 83.2 MW, an application is being made under Section 36 of the Electricity Act. 

 

Although this application is being submitted directly to the Scottish Ministers under 

Section 36 of the Electricity Act, E.ON believe in following the principle of the  

consultation process that applies to ‘Major’ Planning Applications as defined by The 

Town and Country Planning (Development Management Procedure) (Scotland) 

Regulations 2013. This enables the local community and all those with an interest in 

the proposals a clear opportunity to provide comment and feedback comment on the 

proposals.  

 

The value of consulting communities in advance of the submission of a planning 

application is gaining greater recognition. The Town and Country Planning 

(Development Management Procedure Regulations (Scotland) 2013 and the relevant 

provisions of the Town and Country (Scotland) Act 1997 as amended by the Planning 

etc. (Scotland) Act 2006, set out the planning application procedures including the 

requirements for statutory pre-application consultation on developments related to 

national and major developments. This places much greater importance on the 

involvement of local communities and stakeholders.  

 

The Planning etc. (Scotland) Act was designed to widen the inclusion of local 

residents in the planning system and encourages compulsory pre-application 

consultation on major developments. Enoch Hill Wind Farm will have a generating 

capacity of over 50MW, it is classed a national development, therefore E.ON has 

conducted a thorough public consultation over and above what is required by 

legislation.  
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Planning Advice Note (PAN) 3 / 2010 Community Engagement 

 

Planning Advice Note (PAN) 3/2010 Community Engagement is an update of PAN 81 

which advises that in order for the community engagement to be successful, it is 

important that everyone interested in the future development of the community, 

village, town or city they live in, should understand the planning process. It is 

important for developers to involve residents at the earliest opportunity so they can 

feel confident that engaging in the process has been meaningful: 

 

“Effective engagement with the public can lead to better plans, better decisions and 

more satisfactory outcomes and can help to avoid delays in the planning process. It 

also improves confidence in the fairness of the planning system. The Scottish 

Government expects engagement with the public to be meaningful and to occur from 

the earliest stages in the planning process to enable community views to be reflected 

in development plans and development proposals (page 3, paragraph 2).”  

 

For the purpose of PAN 3/2010 the term ‘consultation’ is the: 

 

“Dynamic process of dialogue between individuals or groups, based on a genuine 

exchange of and, normally, with the objective of influencing decisions, policies or 

programmes of action. The terms ‘engagement’ and ‘involvement’ are generally 

interchangeable and are taken to mean the establishment of effective relationships 

with individuals or groups. Participation is everything that enables people to influence 

the decisions and get involved in the actions that affect their lives. In the context of 

this document engagement is, in effect, giving people a genuine opportunity to have 

a say on a development plan or proposal which affects them; listening to what they 

say and reaching a decision in an open and transparent way to ensure they are 

taking account of all views expressed (page 3, paragraph 1).” 

 

E.ON has been dedicated to undertaking effective and early consultation methods 

and this includes tailoring its strategies to suit individual communities. Resident’s 

values and issues of importance vary and we design our consultation programmes to 

reflect that. 
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3. Programme of Activity 

 

Consultation Activity Stakeholder Group Date 

Public Information Day – Ladwyne Village Hall Local residents and stakeholders 6th November 2012 

Public Information Day – New Cumnock Community Centre Local residents and stakeholders 7th November 2012 

Public Information Day – Hillview Leisure Centre Local residents and stakeholders 14th November 2012 

Public Information Day – Dalmellington Community Centre Local residents and stakeholders 15th November 2012  

Community Liaison Group- New Cumnock Community Centre CLG Members - Local residents and stakeholders 27th May 2014  

Community Liaison Group - New Cumnock Community Centre CLG Members - Local residents and stakeholders 2nd July 2014  

Meetings with local residents – Two house visits with local 
residents 

Local residents 3rd July 2014  

Community Liaison Group - New Cumnock Community Centre CLG Members - Local residents and stakeholders 10th September 
2014 

Public Exhibition – Dalmellington Community Centre Local residents and stakeholders 7th October 2014 

Public Exhibition – New Cumnock Community Centre Local residents and stakeholders 8th October 2014 

Community Liaison Group - New Cumnock Community Centre CLG Members - Local residents and stakeholders 15th July 2015 
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Public Events 
 

Overview 
 

E.ON is committed to open and honest dialogue with local communities and all 

stakeholders and has sought from the outset to undertake meaningful and open 

consultation on the proposed Enoch Hill Wind Farm. 

 

Public Information Days – November 2012  

 

The aim of the Public Information Days was to introduce the project to the community 

and provide an opportunity for all stakeholders to feedback on the proposal from a 

very early stage. This way, E.ON was able to consider community feedback from a 

very early point in the design process. It was also an opportunity to obtain views from 

the community on E.ON’s proposals for consultation and engagement, for example, 

suggestions of locations and timings of public events, to ensure that the process was 

as inclusive as possible and reflects the dynamics of the local area. 

 

The Public Information Days were advertised with posters placed in 36 local 

businesses around the community. 72 local residents were sent a letter to introduce 

the project and to invite them to the Public Information Days.  

 

The following Public Information Days were held: 

 

 Lagwyne Village Hall, Carsphairn , 6th November 2012 

 New Cumnock Community Education Centre, 7th November 2012  

 Hillview Leisure Centre, Kelloholm, 14th November 2012  

 Dalmellington Community Centre, 15th November 2012  

 

Questionnaires were provided so people could respond easily and in writing on 

aspects of the proposal. A Freepost address was provided so people were able to 

take questionnaires home and respond at their leisure. 

 

Materials from the Public Information Days can be found in Appendix II.  
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On display at the Public Information Days were 12 exhibition boards which outlined: 

 

• Introduction to Benbrack, Enoch Hill and Lorg Wind Farms  

• Background on E.ON Climate and Renewables and E.ON in Scotland 

• Overview of the three proposals including a site map  

• Information on why wind farms are needed 

• Information on how the turbines would be delivered to the site 

• Details on the environmental assessments begin undertaken by E.ON 

• A timetable for the projects 

• Information on where to find further information as well as how to provide 

feedback on the proposals 

• Individual site maps and contact details for each project 

 

 

Public Exhibitions 

 

The aim of the Public Exhibitions was to provide an opportunity for all stakeholders to 

view the proposals for Enoch Hill Wind Farm and importantly provide valuable 

feedback on the proposals.   

 

The timings of and venues for the Public Exhibitions were also intended to provide 

members of the public with a choice of times to attend which suited different needs 

and circumstances. The Exhibitions were advertised in Cumnock Chronicle on the 

24th of September and 1st of October 2014. Newsletters were also distributed to local 

residents and businesses within a 15km radius of the site in advance to notify them 

of the proposals and the Exhibition. A list of stakeholder groups who were sent direct 

invitations to attend the Exhibition can be found on page 4.    

 

Posters were also displayed at 12 local businesses to promote the Public Exhibitions. 

 

The following Public Exhibitions were held: 

 Dalmellington Community Centre, Tuesday 7 October 2014, 4pm to 8pm. 

 New Cumnock Community Centre, Wednesday 8 October 2014, 4pm to 8pm. 
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On display at the Public Exhibition were 12 exhibition boards which outlined: 

 Background on E.ON Climate and Renewables 

 Details on the environmental assessments begin undertaken by E.ON 

 Details on how the wind farm might look 

 Details on how E.ON have listened to the community 

 What happens next 

 Information on working with the community 

 Information on community benefit  

 Overview of the proposals including a site map  

 Information on how the turbines would be delivered to the site 

 A project timetable 

 Information on where to find further information as well as how to provide 

feedback on the proposals 

 

 

In addition to the above exhibition boards, ZTV map, layout map, constraints map, 

route location map were on display as were photomontages from various view points 

to the layout of the wind farm being proposed at that point. The project team were 

also on hand to show computerised wireframes of what the proposed turbines may 

look like from attendees’ properties or prominent locations.  

  

Questionnaires were provided so that people could respond easily and in writing on 

aspects of the proposal. A Freepost address was provided so that people were able 

to take questionnaires home and respond at their leisure. Materials from the Public 

Exhibition can be found in Appendix III  
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4. Other Engagement 

 
In addition to public events, E.ON provided additional opportunities for stakeholders 

to obtain information on the proposal and to feedback on the project. This meant that 

anyone who was not able to attend the events could still participate in the 

consultation. 

 

Community Liaison Group 

 

E.ON formed a CLG in order to provide a forum for additional direct, two-way 

communication between E.ON and the community. The CLG provided an opportunity 

for community representatives to ask questions and to feedback in depth on project 

details. 

A total of four CLG meetings were held throughout the process on Enoch Hill Wind 

Farm.  

A copy of the materials from the respective CLG meetings can be found in Appendix 

V. 

Website, Email, Freephone and Freepost address 
 
E.ON created a dedicated project website and email address and provided a 

Freephone number and Freepost address. The website was updated as the project 

progressed and included all newsletters, materials from public events and CLG 

meeting minutes. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Enoch Hill Wind Farm 
Freepost RRSE-KZCU-AZJL 
E.ON 
Westwood Business Park 
Westwood Way 
Coventry 
CV4 8LG 
swscotland@eon.com 
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The email address, Freephone number and Freepost address allowed people with 

interest in or questions about the project to get in touch with E.ON directly at any 

point in the process. The E.ON project team responded to each individual query and 

all feedback received through these methods was considered as part of engagement 

and consultation process. 
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5. Consultation Findings  

The views of the public have been gauged from the results of the public opinion surveys.  The surveys asked questions relating to how well 

people felt they had been informed about the wind farm and how they felt about the proposed layout of the wind farm. The feedback fed into the 

design process and the steps that E.ON has taken to address these concerns can be found later in Section 6 of the report.  

 
Please note that due to there only being two questionnaires being completed at the Public Information Days, we have not produced a summary 

of the responses in this section. However the comments from the feedback have been included in Section 6 of the report. 

 

Public Exhibitions  

 

6. To what extent do you feel you have been informed about the wind farm and believe that you have had the opportunity to feedback on 

our plans? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Very Well  58.33% 

(7) 

Well 33.33% 

(4) 

Neither Well Nor 

Poor 

8.33% 

(1) 

Poor 0 

Very Poor  0 
58.33% 

33.33% 

8.33% 0.00% 0.00% 

To what extent do you feel you have 
been informed about the wind farm and 

believe that you have had an 
opportunity to feedback on our plans.  

Very Well

Well

Neither Well nor Poor

Poor

Very Poor
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7. What could we have done better? 

Answer and associated comments 

Moving wireframes on a PC. Appreciated darkening of the turbines on wireframes to assist visibility 

 

 

8. What do you think of the proposed layout for Enoch Hill Wind Farm?  

(Wording in red denotes box ticked) 

Answer and associated comments 

I’m satisfied it takes into consideration the key sensitives in the area 

I have specific concerns about this wind farm, for example concerns about specific turbines. Concerned about access on 
B741 
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I don't like wind farms in general 

I’m satisfied it takes into consideration the key sensitives in the area 

I Like it 

I Like it 

I’m satisfied it takes into consideration the key sensitives in the area 

(no box ticked) Considerable visual impact on local community though has improved with local consultation 
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As I stay in the area between new Cumnock and Dalmellington will we be informed when windfarm lorries are coming onto 
our roads? It is our only road to New Cumnock 

I’m satisfied it takes into consideration the key sensitives in the area 

I'm Neutral 
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I’m satisfied it takes into consideration the key sensitives in the area 

 

9. Do you have any comments on our proposed delivery route? Is there anything you’d like to see included in our traffic management 

plan? 

Comments  

the B741 widened and resurfaced 
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Lack of communication on community benefit 

No, it was very informative and well laid out 

You know best how to get to the site 

Exact figures on traffic impact on B741 including cumulative impact of all planned developments 
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When Opencant moved their dumptruck they hit a pot hole and blocked the road because of and electric wire on the road. 
Could not get home from work that it why I feel we should be informed.  

Understand ' the best route' but would hope that a timetable would be published in local press if delivery required 

 

10. If you have any further comments please use the box below.  
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Comments  

Please send details and maps as requested 

This area has been raped for coal with no long term community benefit. We will not allow the same to happen with wind. 

Fantastic Opportunity for the area 

Very informative and well presented 
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*Conversation* There is a footpath along the B741 that John walks down. He wants to know if the wind farm goes ahead, that 
he will still have a footpath to walk along the B741 

More info re Afton reservoir installation 

Want to be part of the CLG 
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Concerns over too many windfarm applications in area. Also overall effect on the landscape, but accept that E.ON have made 
endeavours to find best solution for the community and their business 
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6. Impact from Community Consultation on the Proposals 

 

The following section sets out the key issues that were raised during the pre-applications consultation period from both the comments received 

during the Public Information Days, Public Exhibitions, CLG and to those raised in the various community meetings that E.ON attended. Where 

appropriate, comments have been made to address these issues or indeed highlight where changes have been made to the application as a 

direct result of the feedback received. 

 
Key issues arising from the consultation  

Community Feedback E.ON Commitment EIA Responses 

Public Information Days  

Interested to understand how E.ON 
will bring in equipment and turbines 
using current infrastructure that was 
not designed for such loads.  

E.ON to take into consideration. Community to be 
shown planned route at Public Exhibition. Opportunity 
to provide feedback on timing of turbine deliveries and 
speed restrictions for heavy goods vehicles. In order 
to minimise potential impact on the local community  

 

A Construction stage Traffic Management Plan 
(TMP) will be produced following consent of the 
Development and will be required as part of the 
planning conditions. This will consider existing 
volumes of traffic and commuter routes on the 
road and include an outline of how this will be 
managed to ensure minimal disruption to 
surrounding communities and visitors  

 

Question on how E.ON propose to 
reinstate the area back to its current 
standards. 

As part of planning consent, E.ON is required to 
decommission the site after 25 years and reinstate to 
the site’s original condition. The degree of 
decommissioning will be agreed with the Planning 
Authority. 

Decommissioning will be dealt with through an 
appropriate planning condition 
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Community Feedback E.ON Commitment EIA Responses 

 Request to have clearer visibility of 
turbines on the digital wireframe 
application 

N/A Changed settings to improve visibility on the 
program, allowing the community a clearer view 
of the wireframe and potential views. 

CLG 27th May 2014  

Question as to why E.ON aren’t 
using the A77/A70 to deliver the 
turbines.  

 

Transport consultants have carried out a Swept Path 
Analysis (SPA) to look in detail at specific corners and 
a low bridge.  Based on this information, a suggested 
route has been proposed. It has not been possible to 
avoid the turbines being delivered through New 
Cumnock. 

A Traffic Assessment will be completed if consent 
is granted, to look at the existing condition of the 
roads being utilised by construction traffic and 
understand any required improvements. 

Question on the delivery times of 
turbines, specifically whether 
turbines would be delivered at night.  

. 

A construction stage Traffic Management Plan (TMP) 
will be produced following consent of the 
Development, which will be considered as a planning 
condition. This will look at existing volumes of traffic 
and commuter routes on the road and include an 
outline of how this will be managed to ensure minimal 
disruption to surrounding communities and visitors. 

A Traffic Assessment will be completed upon 
planning consent to look at the existing condition 
of the roads being utilised by construction traffic 
and any required improvements. 

Query over whether there was an 
intention to connect to the grid at 
Meikle Hill.  

E.ON has submitted a grid application and a new sub-
station will be provided by SPEN at Enoch Hill site. 
The cables from this on-site sub-station will feed back 
to New Cumnock sub-station. 

The grid connection is treated as a separate 
application and is not part of the Environmental 
Statement. 

Question regarding the peat on site.  E.ON are undertaking phase 1 and phase 2 peat 
depth surveys and carbon balance calculations as part 
of the application process. 

Areas of deep peat will be avoided.  

A Peat Slide Risk Assessment and Carbon 
Balance calculations are incorporated as 
appendices in the EIA. See Chapter 6: 
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Community Feedback E.ON Commitment EIA Responses 

Renewable Energy Policy, Carbon Balance and 
Peat Management and Chapter 13 Geology, 
Hydrology & Hydrogeology in the ES.  

Query as to whether reduction in 
turbines would make the site non-
viable. 

 

Further work would need to be carried out to 
understand wind yield and commercial impacts to 
determine the viability of smaller capacity sites.  

N/A 

Comments on the high levels of 
cumulative activity , highlighting that 
there are over 400 turbines in 
planning 

A Cumulative Impact Assessment will form part of the 
EIA that will be submitted with the planning 
application. 

Cumulative effects of wind farms in the planning, 
consented, construction and operational stages 
within 35 km of the development are considered 
for areas as part of the cumulative LVIA in the 
Environmental Statement.  

 

Question of whether we will supply 
photomontages of all viewpoints will 
we do photomontages of all of the 
viewpoints.  

E.ON will produce photomontages from a variety of 
viewpoint (VP) locations.  

See Chapter 9: Landscape and Visual 

Question regarding the wind speeds 
on site.  

 

Two anemometer masts are on site to measure wind 
yield on site. 

Please see the ES. 

Query regarding ECDU restrictions 
on turbine heights.  

 

There are no height restrictions for proposed turbines, 
but due consideration does need to be given to 
Landscape and Visual impact. It will also  need to be 
taken into consideration along with community 

See Chapter 9: Landscape and Visual 
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Community Feedback E.ON Commitment EIA Responses 

feedback and other environmental restrictions when 
developing a wind farm 

Question about decommissioning of 
turbines and whether we have put a 
bond in place.  

E.ON offers either a Parent Company Guarantee 
(PCG) or a bank bond. E.ON encourages a PCG as it 
can be a better security to have an E.ON PCG than a 
bond from a UK Clearing Bank. However if the 
Scottish Government reject the PCG then we will 
arrange for a banking bond. 

Decommissioning will be dealt with through an 
appropriate planning condition  

Community Liaison Group – 2nd July 2014  

Question regarding the southern 
extension for pylons and whether 
they came within the site.  

Pylons don’t come through the site. N/A 

Question regarding why E.ON are 
not putting more than 23 turbines on 
the site.  

Considerations of the site characteristics have led to 
this quantity of turbines being considered the most 
acceptable. For instance, the gradient on the site 
would require a cut and fill technique to level the 
ground in some areas, making it harder to develop 
there. The developable area is also restricted by the 
requirement to keep turbines at least 1km from 
residential dwellings.  

See Chapter 3: Site Selection and Design 
Evolution. 

Questioned whether E.ON would 
consider using turbines of varying 
heights across the site. 

This is something we have done on other sites with 
aviation issues but it is not envisaged for Enoch Hill. 

See Chapter 9: Landscape and Visual  

Question regarding how tall the E.ON submitted a scoping report for turbines up to 
150m to tip, but the actual turbine height has not been 

You can find details of this in Chapter 3: Site 
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Community Feedback E.ON Commitment EIA Responses 

turbines are planned to be. 

 

determined. Our current layout is on the assumption of 
130m to tip. 

Selection and Design Evolution of the ES 

Comments that this is more than 
double the 70m recommended in the 
East Ayrshire Land Capacity Study 
and E.ON are not taking into account 
the East Ayrshire Capacity Study 
which recommends that the area 
should not accommodate any 
turbines above 70m to tip.  

E.ON always consults with local planning 
recommendations throughout the design of the wind 
farm. The 70m (to blade tip) is advisory in nature and 
these smaller turbines would not be suitable for this 
site.  

See Chapter 3: Site Selection and Design 
Evolution. And Chapter 9 Landscape and Visual  

Question on the reason for this site 
selection.  

 

When developing a wind farm site, E.ON look for; 
good wind speeds, good grid connection, no 
environmental designations, and away from more 
populated areas. 

The process of site selection is described in 
Chapter 3: Site Selection and Design Evolution. 

 

Questioned the need to develop 
wind farms away from people?  

On Enoch Hill, E.ON has always committed to 1km 
distance from residential properties.  We are also 
required to consider a wide range of issues relating to 
noise, landscape and visual impact when designing 
wind farm proposals. 

The following noise impacts associated with the 
Development have been considered:  

Construction and operational noise of the 
Development; and  

Cumulative noise impacts associated with 
Development, in conjunction with both other wind 
farms and other consented, operational and 
under construction developments along with 
those for which an application has been 
submitted. 

 



29 
 

Community Feedback E.ON Commitment EIA Responses 

A high level noise assessment is included in 
Chapter 7 of the EIA.  

Questioned if E.ON would commit to 
no extension of Enoch Hill?  

E.ON believes the proposed turbine layout is the 
optimum layout within the environmental constraints 
on site. 

N/A 

Queried if Enoch Hill is in the East 
Ayrshire Council area of search for 
wind farms 

 It was confirmed that the site is in the East Ayrshire 
Area of Search. E.ON to provide an East Ayrshire 
Area of Search map overlaid on top of the E.ON 
constraints plan for the next meeting. 

N/A 

Community Liaison Group – 10th September 2014  

A question was raised as to whether 
the wind was better on the hills.  

The wind speeds on the Enoch Hill site are good. The 
resulting site design was not wholly dependent on 
wind speeds but was also informed by Community 
feedback as well as on- site environmental 
constraints, all of which have dictated the turbine 
positions.  

See Chapter 6: Renewable Energy Policy, 
Carbon Balance and Peat Management which 
provides a summary of amount of renewable 
energy produced by turbines at 130m to tip 

 

A comment was made those 3 
turbines in the middle of the 
wireframe need to be moved 
because they look a bit linear. 

N/A See Chapter 3: Site Selection and Design 
Evolution. 

A request was made to see a 
wireframe from Knowtop near a 
grouping of three houses, where the 
new substation in proposed. 

This was provided at the Community Liaison Group  

 

N/A 
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A request was made for a VP to be 
shown at the top of the hill near 
Auchincross, out the back road. 

This was provided at the Community Liaison Group  

 

N/A 

A request was made for cumulative 
wireframes.  

These were provided as part of the Community 
Liaison Groups and were also available at the Public 
Exhibitions 

N/A 

A request was made for the 
photomontages shown at the public 
exhibitions to be as realistic as 
possible.  

There are very strict technical guidelines from Scottish 
Natural Heritage (SNH) for photomontages and they 
will be followed to ensure they are as accurate and 
technically precise as possible. 

N/A 

Request regarding the possibility to 
make the turbines slightly darker on 
the photomontages so that they are 
more visible.  

E.ON committed to talk to consultants regarding this 
point in time for the Public Exhibitions. These were 
then provided at Public Exhibitions. 

N/A 

Concerns raised about the impact on 
tourism, in particular the impact on 
local B&B’s.  

To provide Information relating to these topics in the 
Environmental Statement. 

 

Chapter 15: Socio-economics. This assessment 
of the potential impacts of the development on 
tourism includes considerations of effects on core 
paths, footpaths, cycleways (including the 
National Cycle Network) and other less formal 
routes including changes in the amenity of users 
(walkers, pedestrians, cyclists and equestrians) 
as well as any severance or disturbance of these 
as a result of the construction, operation and 
decommissioning of the Development.  
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A question was asked about where 
the wind farm will be connected to 
the grid.  

 

E.ON has submitted a grid application and a new sub-
station will be provided by SPEN at Enoch Hill site. 
The cables from this on-site sub-station will feed back 
to New Cumnock sub-station 

The grid connection would be considered under a 
separate application and is not considered in the 
EIA.  

A question was asked regarding why 
we don’t connect onto Ashmark. 

E.ON stated that the nearest connection point is New 
Cumnock 

The grid connection would be considered under a 
separate application and is not considered in the 
EIA. 

A question was asked regarding 
whether cables would be buried, or 
whether they could be installed in 
ditches. 

E.ON requires a substation on site in order to connect 
the 33KV inter-array cable, cabling is usually along the 
access tracks within the site. The export cable to the 
Transmission substation may be underground or 
overhead depending on who will be responsible for it. 

See Chapter 3: Site Selection and Design 
Evolution. 

A question was raised about whether 
there would be a disturbance to the 
BT link? 

E.ON committed that there is a guarantee that if there 
was a disturbance, E.ON would take responsibility and 
rectify the problem. BT has been consulted to ensure 
that our turbines don’t interact with their signal. 

 

Telecommunications links are assessed as part 
of the Environmental Statement. Please see 
Chapter 16: Infrastructure, Telecommunications 
and Aviation 

Public Exhibitions  

Concerns raised about access on 
B741/ requested information on 
whether there will still be a footpath 
on B741 

E.ON has committed that there will be no footpaths 
removed as part of the development. 

N/A 

Concerns raised about the effect on E.ON has worked with the community to identify key A full landscape and visual assessment can be 
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Community Feedback E.ON Commitment EIA Responses 

the landscape viewpoints that are of most interest and have sought 
to minimise the visual impact from these key 
viewpoints. This has been done through a series of 
Design Workshops 

found in chapter 9 of the EIA 

Request for more information 
regarding Afton reservoir installation 

Agreed to provide N/A 

Concerns raised  about too many 
applications in the area 

As part of the EIA process, cumulative effects will be 
assessed in relation to wind farms within 35km of the 
site via the LVIA Assessment  

 

Cumulative effects of wind farms in the, planning, 
consented and operational stages within 35 km of 
the Development are considered for as part of the 
LIVA assessment.  

 

Requested a timetable for turbine 
delivery that could be published 
locally. 

N/A A TMP (Traffic Management Plan) will be 
produced following consent of the Development 
and will be required as part of the planning 
conditions. This will consider existing volumes of 
traffic and commuter routes on the road and an 
outline of how this will be managed to ensure 
minimal disruption to surrounding communities 
and visitors  

 

Request for information on the exact 
figures for  traffic impact on 
B741,including cumulative impact of 
all planned developments 

N/A A TMP (Traffic Management Plan) will be 
produced following consent of the Development 
and will be required as part of the planning 
conditions. This will consider existing volumes of 
traffic and commuter routes on the road and an 
outline of how this will be managed to ensure 
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minimal disruption to surrounding communities 
and visitors  

 

Comment issued that the B741 
needs to be widened and resurfaced  

N/A A TMP (Traffic Management Plan) will be 
produced following consent of the Development 
and will be required as part of the planning 
conditions. This will consider existing volumes of 
traffic and commuter routes on the road and an 
outline of how this will be managed to ensure 
minimal disruption to surrounding communities 
and visitor 

 

Design Iterations 

 

Please see a table outlining how the key issues raised by stakeholders have, from the outset, fed into the design process for the proposed 

Enoch Hill Wind Farm.  

 

Design Iteration Constraints Influencing Layout Summary of Change 

Layout 1 In June 2011 a site boundary was produced which 
encompassed the area under the Option Agreement 
between E.ON and the landowners. 

N/A 

Layout 2 In April 2012, ‘hard constraints’ such as existing 
infrastructure, residential properties, watercourses, 

23 turbines were placed within the site boundary 
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Design Iteration Constraints Influencing Layout Summary of Change 

roads, public rights of way, etc. were buffered as 
appropriate (informed by the initial feasibility study) 
and were taken into account in the design of the initial 
23 ‘feasibility study’ turbine layout. 

as shown on Figure 3.1. 

Layout 3 An initial consultation layout of 40 turbines was 
produced which took account of hard constraints 
described above only. This was presented to the 
Community Liaison Group (CLG) at a meeting held on 
2nd July 2014. 

An additional 17 turbines were added to Layout 
2 and all turbines were moved in relation to hard 
constraints.  The layout is shown on Figure 3.1. 

Layout 4 A design workshop was undertaken in July 2014.  The 
hard constraints identified for Layouts 2 and 3 were 
avoided, with an additional area under a 1km buffer 
around the B741 avoided to mitigate effects on 
aviation as agreed with the MoD.  While not a hard 
constraint, a turbine ‘avoidance area’ at the north of 
the site was applied in response to feedback obtained 
as a result of public consultation and Community 
Liaison Group (CLG) meetings.  This constraint was 
applied to minimise effects on residential properties 
located to the north of the Development Site.   

20 turbines were removed from Layout 3.  A 20 
turbine design as shown on Figure 3.1 resulted. 

 In addition, survey results from the EIA for protected 
species, noise, vegetation, cultural heritage, peat 
depth etc. were taken into account and sensitive areas 
were buffered and avoided as appropriate. 

The design was optimised from a landscape and 
visual perspective by examining wireframes from the 
viewpoints agreed with consultees and turbines were 
moved to create a balanced and coherent layout.   
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Design Iteration Constraints Influencing Layout Summary of Change 

A wake separation distance of five rotor diameters in a 
north–east to south-west direction and three rotor 
diameters in a north-west to south-east direction 
between turbines was applied. 

A 20 turbine layout resulted.  

Layout 5 In October 2014 E.ON Civil and Structures engineers 

visited the Development Site and minor changes to 

the location of 4 turbines were made to areas of more 

favourable topography. 

In December 2014, one turbine was moved to avoid 

an area of assessed Groundwater Dependant 

Terrestrial Ecosystem (GWDTE). 

A 20 turbine layout was maintained.  

Location of five turbines moved slightly. 

A 20 turbine layout as shown on Figure 3.1 
resulted. 

Layout 6 A further design workshop was undertaken in January 
2015 where the results of wind monitoring which had 
been undertaken at the site were taken account of to 
maximise energy yield and efficiency of turbines, while 
balancing this with the constraints described for 
previous layouts.   

The constraints described above were taken account 
of, along with the results of additional studies that had 
taken place on topics such as ecology and 
assessment of groundwater dependant terrestrial 
ecosystems.   

The 5 x 4 wake separation distance used for previous 

Two turbines were removed from Layout 6.  An 
18 turbine design as shown on Figure 3.1 
resulted. 



36 
 

Design Iteration Constraints Influencing Layout Summary of Change 

layouts was increased to a 6 x 4 wake separation 
orientated in a north to south direction as result of 
wind monitoring which had been undertaken at the 
Development Site. 

An 18 turbine layout resulted.  

Layout 7 A 19 turbine layout was produced in February 2015. 
This layout resulted from the collaboration of E.ON’s 
wind energy team and Amec Foster Wheeler’s 
Landscape team to produce a revised layout which 
carefully balanced landscape and visual effects with 
maximising production of renewable energy. 

The layout also took into account all the existing 
physical site constraints as well as considering further 
insight into the wind regime which had emerged from 
Layout 7 onwards. 

One turbine added to Layout 7 and other 
turbines moved to increase renewable energy 
yield and mitigate landscape effects. A 19 
turbine layout as shown on Figure 3.1 resulted. 

Layout 8 Minor tweaks to Layout 8 resulted in a 19 turbine 
design freeze layout being produced in March 2015.  

One turbine was relocated slightly to remove line of 
sight with Great Dun Fell Radar Station. 

Location of one turbine moved slightly. 

A 19 turbine layout as shown on Figure 3.1 
resulted. 
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Appendix I – 

Newsletters  
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Appendix II –Public 

Information Day 

Materials  

 

 

Press Coverage  
 

Cumnock Chronicle 
17

th
 October 2012  
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Recharge News 
19

th
 October  

 

Utility Week 
19

th
 October  
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Exhibition Boards 
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Poster for Public Information Days  
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Posters were placed in the following locations: 

Dalmelllington Community Centre, Primary School, Employability Centre, Local Council Office, Doon Academy, Doon Valley Leisure 

Centre, Economic Development Office, Doon Valley Museum, The Zone & Library 

Bellsbank Primary School, Nursery & Family Centre, Community Centre 

Carsphairn Lagwyne Hall, Carrick’s Tea Room, Primary School 

Sanquhar Library, Local Council Office, The Sweetie Box, Sanquhar Academy 

Kirkconnel Vanity Beauty Therapy, Station 49, Community Learning Centre, Post Office, Kirkconnel Heritage Society 

Kelloholm Hillview Leisure Centre, Primary School, Local Council Office, Mill Hill Centre, Social Work Office 

New Cumnock Community Centre, Local Council Office, Library, New Cumnock Working Men’s Club, Primary School, Nursery 

School 
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Appendix III – Public Exhibition Materials 

  

Questionnaire  

 

  



55 
 

 

  



56 
 

 

Exhibition Boards  
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Maps on display at Public Exhibitions  
 

Zone Theoretical Visibility  
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R2 GLA-130 Route Overview Plan 
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Developable Area 
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Constraints and Layout  
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Photomontages on display at Public Exhibitions 
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Advert for Public Exhibition 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Published in the Cumnock Chronicle on the 24
th
 of September 2014 and the 1

st
 of October 

2014
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Press Coverage 
 
Published in the Cumnock Chronicle on 
01.10.14 
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Poster for Public Exhibitions 
 

 

 
 
Poster was on display in the following places:  
New Cumnock Community Centre, New Cumnock Primary, New Cumnock Working Men’s Club, 
Dalmellington Community Centre, Bellsbank Community Centre, Bellsbank Primary, Bellsbank 
Community Centre, The Zone, Dalmellington Council Office, Dalmellington Primary, Doon Academy, 
Dalmellington Library  
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Stakeholder Invite Letter 
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Appendix IIII – Project Website   
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Appendix V – Materials from the Community Liasion Group 

 

Terms of Reference  
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Minutes – CLG Meeting 27th May 2014  
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Minutes – CLG Meeting 2nd July 2014  
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Agenda – CLG Meeting 10th September 2014 
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Minutes – CLG Meeting 10th September 2014  
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Agenda – CLG Meeting 15th July 2015 
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Minutes – CLG Meeting 15th July 2015 
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Appendix VI – Site Map  
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E.ON Climate & Renewables Ltd 

Registered office: Westwood Way   Westwood Business Park   Coventry   CV4 8LG 

Registered in England and Wales No. 3758404 



E.ON Climate and Renewables UK Developments Ltd

Registered office: Westwood Way  Westwood Business Park  Coventry CV4 8LG

Registered in England and Wales No. 3758404
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