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On behalf of: Claimant 
Witness: William Henry Jeffery  

No. of witness statement: 2 
Exhibit(s):  WHJ2 

Date made:     October 2026  

 

Claim No. PT-2025-001017 

IN THE HIGH COURT OF JUSTICE 

BUSINESS AND PROPERTY DIVISION 

PROPERTY, TRUST AND PROBATE LIST 

 

 

BETWEEN: 

RWE Generation UK PLC 

Claimant 

And 

(1) PERSONS UNKNOWN WHO WITHOUT THE CLAIMANT’S PERMISSION 
ENTER OR REMAIN UPON THE PREMISES DESCRIBED IN THE CLAIM FORM, OR 
WHO DAMAGE OR DEFACE ANY OF THOSE PREMISES OR ANY PART OF THEM, 

FOR THE PURPOSES OF PROTEST WHETHER IN SUPPORT OF ANY 
GREENPEACE CAMPAIGN OR OTHERWISE 

(2)  Greenpeace UK Limited 

(3)   Greenpeace Limited 

       
Defendants 

____________________________________ 

SECOND WITNESS STATEMENT OF WILLIAM HENRY JEFFERY 

____________________________________ 

I, William Henry Jeffery of Windmill Hill Business Park, Whitehill Way, Swindon, Wiltshire 

SN5 6PB am the Head of Asset Management for RWE Generation UK PLC and have been 

in this role since April 2021. I have worked for the Claimant and its predecessor companies 

since September 1987. I state as follows: 
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1. I make this statement on behalf of the Claimant. I am duly authorised to do so. 

2. This is my second witness statement in these proceedings. I make it in support of 

the Claimant's position at the first annual review hearing of the order made by the 

Honourable Mr Justice Trower on 24 October 2025 (the "Order"), listed to be 

heard in the three-day window of 19 to 21 October 2026 (the "Review Hearing"). 

3. Unless stated to the contrary, the facts set out in this statement are within my own 

knowledge and from information provided to me by others.  Where facts are within 

my knowledge, I confirm that they are true. Where the facts were supplied by 

others, or are derived from documents, this is indicated and I confirm that they are 

true to the best of my knowledge, information and belief. 

4. For the purposes of this statement, as part of the evidence before the Court at this 

Review Hearing, I refer to and adopt the contents of my first witness statement 

dated 1 October 2025, which was filed in support of the Claimant's original 

application for injunctive relief. Unless otherwise indicated, I continue to use the 

defined terms as set out in my first witness statement. 

5. A list of documents is set out at the beginning of a paginated bundle of documents 

marked Exhibit "WHJ2". This list identifies the documents to which I refer or which 

have been referred to me for the purposes of providing evidence in this witness 

statement. The documents themselves are true copies of the documents to which 

I shall refer in this witness statement. References in this witness statement to page 

numbers in Exhibit "WHJ2" are in the format "[WHJ2/page(s)]".  

SECOND AND THIRD DEFENDANTS 

6. On 24 October 2025, the Second Defendant and the Third Defendant each gave 

undertakings to the Court, recorded in separate orders of the Honourable Mr 

Justice Trower dated 24 October 2025 (the "Defendant Undertaking Orders"). 

Pursuant to those undertakings, each of the Second Defendant and the Third 

Defendant undertook not to enter, occupy or remain on, or damage or deface any 

part (including the perimeter fence) of the Large Power Stations, on substantially 

the same terms as the injunction granted against the First Defendant. I exhibit 

copies of the Defendant Undertaking Orders at [WHJ2/3-27]. 
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7. To the best of my knowledge, information and belief, both the Second Defendant 

and the Third Defendant have complied with the Defendant Undertakings 

throughout the period since they were given. 

8. In accordance with paragraph 4 of each of the Defendant Undertaking Orders, and 

subject to the Second Defendant and the Third Defendant having complied with 

their respective undertakings and the terms of those orders, the claims against the 

Second Defendant and the Third Defendant shall respectively stand dismissed with 

no order as to costs on the date 12 months from the date of those orders, namely 

24 October 2026. 

REASONS FOR CONTINUATION OF THE ORDER AGAINST THE FIRST DEFENDANT 

9. The Claimant seeks the continuation of the Order against the First Defendant 

(Persons Unknown) for a further 12 months. I set out below the reasons for doing 

so from the perspective of the Claimant's operations and the continuing risks to its 

Large Power Stations. 

No breach of the Order 

10. The Claimant is not aware of any breach of the injunction by any person since it 

was made on 24 October 2025 (nor in respect of the interim injunction granted on 

3 October 2025). I am not aware of any individual having trespassed upon or 

attempted to trespass upon any of the Large Power Stations in the manner 

restrained by the Order. I believe that the Order has acted as an effective deterrent 

to persons who might otherwise contemplate unlawful direct action at the 

Claimant's Large Power Stations. 

11. I consider that the absence of any breach since the Order was granted is itself a 

strong indicator of its deterrent effect. 

12. The risk of unlawful direct action at the Claimant's Large Power Stations was 

triggered by the Greenpeace campaign concerning gas-fired power generation, 

which remains an ongoing campaign. The issues raised by that campaign continue 

to attract public attention and concern, and the Claimant has no reason to believe 

that the underlying risk of direct action motivated by those issues has diminished 

since the Order was granted. 

13. Greenpeace has publicly celebrated the trespass action that occurred at the 

Claimant's Staythorpe Power Plant on 22 September 2025 (the "Incident"). In 
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particular, Greenpeace published an article on its website entitled "We Won! The 

Great Gas Rip Off is finally ending" (the "Greenpeace Article"), in which it 

celebrated the outcome of the Incident. I exhibit a printed copy of the Greenpeace 

Article at [WHJ2/28-34]. 

13.1 A section of Greenpeace's website is entitled "Become a trained Greenpeace 

activist", which encourages individuals to participate in "direct actions", whilst at 

the same time: 

(1) making it clear that legal action may be taken against such individuals; and 

(2) expressly acknowledging that direction action uses "creative tactics to 

disrupt their [the individuals'] operations and draw public attention to what 

they’re [the individuals are] doing" 

(the "Website Extract"). I exhibit a printed copies of the Website Extract at 

[WHJ2/35-53]. 

13.2 I note that the content of the Website Extract has been amended by Greenpeace 

since the date of my first witness statement. At the time my first witness statement 

was filed on 1 October 2025, the relevant section of Greenpeace's website, under 

the heading "Five things to know about being an activist", included at point 5 the 

following statement: "Being an activist means taking calculated risks. Actions and 

protests are often illegal, so activists in some roles risk getting a criminal 

conviction" (as exhibited at [WHJ1/142]). That wording has since been removed or 

altered. The current version of the Website Extract, as exhibited at [WHJ2/36], no 

longer contains that express acknowledgment.  

14. The effect of the Greenpeace Article and the Website Extract has been to place 

the details of the Incident, the identity and location of the Staythorpe Power Plant 

and the broader campaign firmly in the public domain.  

15. I consider that the Greenpeace Article and Website Extract are relevant because: 

15.1 the Incident has been presented publicly as a successful and effective form of 

protest;  

15.2 direct action in general is promoted as a means of protest; and 
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15.3 as a result, the clear message that individuals who are associated with or 

sympathetic to Greenpeace's campaigns may take from such materials is that 

direct action, including unlawful action, at the Large Power Stations may be 

necessary and appropriate to effect change. 

16. I am further concerned that, by reason of the Incident and Greenpeace's 

subsequent public celebration of it (by way of the Greenpeace Article), the details 

of the Incident, including the manner in which access to the Staythorpe Power Plant 

was obtained, have been widely disseminated into the public domain. That 

dissemination cannot now be undone. The effect is that the risk of further unlawful 

direct action at the Claimant's Large Power Stations is no longer confined to 

Greenpeace or its affiliates, but extends to any person who may have been 

emboldened or inspired by the publicity surrounding the Incident to attempt similar 

action. The Claimant therefore remains exposed to a real and continuing risk of 

trespass and other unlawful conduct by persons falling within the class of the First 

Defendant. 

17. I am very concerned that, given publicity generated by the Incident and the fact 

that the Greenpeace campaign is ongoing, this gives rise to a risk not only of lawful 

protest but also unlawful direct action, including further trespass, either at the 

Staythorpe Power Plant or any of the Large Power Stations. 

18. The broad class of potential protesters captured by the definition of "Persons 

Unknown" in the Order reflects the reality that:  

18.1 it is not possible to identify in advance all individuals who may seek to engage in 

unlawful direct action at the Large Power Stations; and  

18.2 the risk does not come exclusively from Greenpeace or its members, but extends 

to other individuals who may be inspired or galvanised by Greenpeace's public 

campaign and its celebration of the Incident. 

19. I am informed by the Claimant's solicitors that the threat of unlawful direct action is 

not unique to the Claimant's Large Power Stations. I am informed that a number of 

other energy industry companies and operators of critical national infrastructure 

have obtained comparable injunctions to protect their sites from protest-related 

trespass and other unlawful conduct. I am further informed that several of those 

injunctions have been continued on review during the course of 2025, including the 

injunctions in favour of Valero Energy Ltd and others (renewed on 24 January 2025 
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by Mrs Justice Hill and by Mrs Justice Lambert DBE on 23 February 2026), ESSO 

Petroleum Company Limited and another (renewed on 9 July 2025 by Mr Justice 

Sweeting and on 22 July 2026 by Mrs Justice Tipples), and UK Oil Pipelines Ltd 

and others (renewed on 20 November 2024 by Mr Justice Miles). In each case, the 

injunction was continued notwithstanding the absence of further protest activity at 

the relevant sites. 

20. I am also aware of continuing protest activity directed at gas-fired power 

generation, including against the Claimant, in other countries such as Germany.  

20.1 On 30 May 2026, Greenpeace and other environmental groups staged protests 

against: 

(1) the Claimant's plans to erect a new gas-fired power plant in Hamm, 

Germany; and 

(2) the German government's wider plans for the expansion of gas power 

stations in the surrounding area.  

I exhibit copies of Greenpeace's press release dated 28 April 2026 (in German and 

English) at [WHJ2/54-65] and copies of a separate press release from Clean 

Energy Wire dated 29 May 2026 at [WHJ2/66-71]. 

20.2 In September 2026, a sabotage attack on the German power grid was reported to 

have been linked to climate extremism. A press report of this incident is annexed 

to this statement at Exhibit [WHJ2/72-78].   

21. These developments demonstrate that the threat of unlawful direct action against 

gas-fired power infrastructure is wide spread and continuing. The risk of similar 

action at the Claimant's Large Power Stations remains real and current. 

22. In all these circumstances, the Claimant, with strong reason, remains genuinely 

concerned that without the continued protection of the Order, further unlawful direct 

action by persons within the First Defendant class could occur at one or more of 

the Large Power Stations at any time and without prior warning. 

The risks of further trespass remain unchanged 

23. The risks that were identified in my first witness statement regarding the safety of 

protesters, the Claimant's employees and emergency services remain exactly as I 
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described. The same can be said of the risk to the Claimant's financial interests. I 

do not repeat that evidence here, but I confirm that, to the best of my knowledge 

and belief, those risks remain current and applicable. 

24. In respect of the stability of the National Grid, I note that the National Energy 

System Operator ("NESO") issued a number of Electricity Margin Notices 

("EMNs") over the summer of 2026 and as recently as 28 September 2026, during 

periods of unexpectedly low renewable generation. An EMN is an official warning 

issued by a power grid operator to electricity generators and market participants 

when the buffer between available power supply and expected demand becomes 

narrower than safely required. These were widely reported in the press and I 

enclose examples of some of the articles published on 24 June 2026 and 28 

September 2026 at [WHJ2/79-91]. In my view, those reports about the tightness of 

grid margins serve to illustrate the importance of stations such as the Claimant's 

Large Power Stations to the stability of the national electricity system. The 

consequences of a trespass, which could lead to a forced shutdown at any of the 

Large Power Stations would be particularly acute during such periods, when the 

system is already under strain and reliant upon gas-fired generation to maintain 

security of supply.  

The cross-undertaking in damages 

25. The Claimant continues to offer the cross-undertaking in damages recorded in 

Schedule 1 to the Order, namely that the Claimant will comply with any order for 

compensation which the Court might make in the event that the Court later finds 

that the injunction has caused loss to a future Defendant and the Court finds that 

the future Defendant ought to be compensated for that loss. 

Full and frank disclosure 

26. The Claimant is aware of its ongoing duty of full and frank disclosure, and I confirm 

that I have set out above all relevant factual matters within my knowledge, including 

those which might be relied upon as tending against the continuation of the Order. 

27. In the interests of full and frank disclosure, I confirm that the Claimant has not 

encountered any protest activity at any of the Large Power Stations in breach of 

the Order since it was granted on 24 October 2025. 

 

Docusign Envelope ID: DEEA54C9-D036-8DC7-8023-327940DAA1B1



 

 

 8 OC_UK/170274152.1 

 

 

CONCLUSION 

28. I respectfully request on behalf of the Claimant that the Court continue the 

injunction previously granted. 

CONFIRMATION OF COMPLIANCE 

This witness statement sets out only my personal knowledge and recollection, in my own 

words. On points that I understand to be important in the case, I have stated honestly (a) 

how well I recall matters and (b) whether my memory has been refreshed by considering 

documents, if so how and when. I have not been asked or encouraged by anyone to include 

in this statement anything that is not my own account, to the best of my ability and 

recollection, of events I witnessed or matters of which I have personal knowledge. 

 

Signed: ……………………….. 

 
 
STATEMENT OF TRUTH 

I believe that the facts stated in this witness statement are true. I understand that 

proceedings for contempt of court may be brought against anyone who makes, or causes 

to be made, a false statement in a document verified by a statement of truth without an 

honest belief in its truth. 

Dated: …………..……………………… 

Signed:  ………..……………………… 

Full name:  …………..…………………… 

 

CERTIFICATE OF COMPLIANCE 

1. I am the relevant legal representative within the meaning of Practice Direction 

57AC. 

2. I am satisfied that the purpose and proper content of trial witness statements, and 

proper practice in relation to their preparation, including the witness confirmation 
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required by paragraph 4.1 of Practice Direction 57AC, have been discussed with 

and explained to William Henry Jeffery. 

3. I believe this trial witness statement complies with Practice Direction 57AC and 

paragraphs 18.1 and 18.2 of Practice Direction 32, and that it has been prepared 

in accordance with the Statement of Best Practice contained in the Appendix to 

Practice Direction 57AC. 

 

Signed:  

Name: Donal Patrick Kelly 

Position: Legal Director for Osborne Clarke LLP 

Date: …………………………. 
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IN THE HIGH COURT OF JUSTICE 
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PROPERTY, TRUST AND PROBATE LIST 

  

 

BETWEEN: 

RWE Generation UK PLC 

Claimant 

And 

(1) PERSONS UNKNOWN WHO WITHOUT THE CLAIMANT’S PERMISSION 
ENTER OR REMAIN UPON THE PREMISES DESCRIBED IN THE CLAIM FORM, OR 
WHO DAMAGE OR DEFACE ANY OF THOSE PREMISES OR ANY PART OF THEM, 

FOR THE PURPOSES OF PROTEST WHETHER IN SUPPORT OF ANY 
GREENPEACE CAMPAIGN OR OTHERWISE 

(2)  Greenpeace UK Limited 

(3)   Greenpeace Limited 

       Defendants 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

EXHIBIT WHJ2 TO THE SECOND WITNESS STATEMENT OF WILLIAM HENRY 
JEFFERY 

This is the exhibit marked "WHJ2" referred to in the Second Witness Statement of 

William Henry Jeffery dated                                          2026. 

Dated:  

Signed:  

William Henry Jeffery 
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