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Van Oord completes work at RWE’s flagship 1.4 GW 
Sofia Offshore Wind Farm 

 
• 100 monopile foundations and 360 kms of inter-array cables installed by Van Oord 
• Construction at Sofia continues to progress well 
• Installation of recyclable turbine blades passes 50 per cent mark 
 

Swindon, 08 September 2025 
 
Marine contractor Van Oord (VOOW) has successfully completed array cable installation at 
RWE’s Sofia Offshore Wind Farm in the North Sea, as construction progresses well at the 
flagship clean energy project. The milestone marks the completion of Van Oord’s full scope of 
works on the project and follows its successful installation of Sofia’s 100 monopile foundations 
in July this year. 
 
Approximately 360 kilometres of array cable have now been successfully installed and tested, 
connecting Sofia’s 100 x 14 megawatt (MW) turbines to the wind farm’s offshore converter 
platform (OCP). The OCP is at the heart of the Sofia project and converts electricity generated 
from 66kv Alternating Current (AC) to 320kv Direct Current, so it can be transported onshore 
with optimum efficiency. The power travels along two giant export cables, which run 
approximately 220km along the seabed from the OCP to the Teesside coastline. The project is 
currently aiming for a target operational date of 2026. 
 
Much of the array cable installation process was delivered by VOOW’s cable-laying vessel 
Calypso, marking the first operational deployment of this vessel. The remaining cables were 
completed with the Boka Ocean cable lay vessel contracted and managed through VOOW. The 
foundation installation works were delivered by the vessel Aeolus.  
 
Matthew Swanwick, project director at RWE said: “The completion of these works is 
another hugely significant milestone for the project, coming so soon after the completion of the 
foundation installation works. With each passing milestone we get closer and closer to 
completing this enormous project, which promises to be an outstanding addition to RWE’s UK 
portfolio. I’d like to thank Van Oord for their great contribution to this project.” 
 
Roeland Ris, project director at Van Oord: “Completing the installation of all 109 cables is a 
major achievement for the Sofia project team. It reflects dedication, expertise, and close 
collaboration between all parties involved.” 

https://sofiawindfarm.com/latest/press-releases/sofia-reaches-major-milestone-with-completion-of-foundations-installation/
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Sofia Offshore Wind Farm is located approximately 195km off the north-east coast of England. 
When operational, it is expected to generate enough electricity to power approximately 1.2 
million typical UK households. This is a significant contribution to the UK energy mix, and a 
major addition to RWE’s portfolio of 19 offshore wind farms in operation.  
 
At 1.4 gigawatts (GW) maximum installed capacity, Sofia is one of RWE’s largest offshore wind 
farms currently in construction and is located on Dogger Bank in the central North Sea.  The 
project is being fitted with the very latest Siemens Gamesa SG 14-222 turbines with 108-
metre-long turbine blades and a 222-metre rotor diameter. 
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Video and images of Sofia offshore wind farm for media use (credit: RWE) are available at the 
RWE Media Centre 

 
Further information about RWE’s Sofia Offshore Wind Farm can be found here 

 
RWE 

RWE is leading the way to a modern energy world. With its investment and growth strategy, RWE is contributing significantly to the 
success of the energy transition and the decarbonisation of the energy system. Around 20,000 employees work for the company in 
almost 30 countries worldwide. RWE is one of the leading companies in the field of renewable energy. RWE is investing billions of 
euros in expanding its generation portfolio, in particular in offshore and onshore wind, solar energy and batteries. It is perfectly 
complemented by its global energy trading business. Thanks to its integrated portfolio of renewables, battery storage and flexible 
generation, as well as its broad project pipeline of possible new builds, RWE is well positioned to address the growing global 
demand for electricity, particularly driven by further electrification and artificial intelligence. RWE is decarbonising its business in 
line with the 1.5-degree reduction pathway and will phase out coal by 2030. RWE will be net zero by 2040. Fully in line with the 
company’s purpose - Our energy for a sustainable life. 
 
Forward-looking statements 
This press release contains forward-looking statements. These statements reflect the current views, expectations and assumptions 
of management, and are based on information currently available to management. Forward-looking statements do not guarantee 
the occurrence of future results and developments and are subject to known and unknown risks and uncertainties. Actual future 
results and developments may deviate materially from the expectations and assumptions expressed in this document due to 
various factors. These factors primarily include changes in the general economic and competitive environment. Furthermore, 
developments on financial markets and changes in currency exchange rates as well as changes in national and international laws, 
in particular in respect of fiscal regulation, and other factors influence the company’s future results and developments. Neither the 
company nor any of its affiliates undertakes to update the statements contained in this press release.  
 
UK General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR) 
The personal data processed in connection with the press releases will be processed in compliance with the legal data protection 
requirements. If you are not interested in continuing to receive the press release, please inform us at communications@rwe.com. 
Your data will then be deleted and you will not receive any further press releases from us in this regard. If you have any questions 
about our data protection policy or the exercise of your rights under the GDPR, please contact ukdataprotectionrwe@rwe.com. 
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