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Secretary of State grants planning consent for 
Five Estuaries Offshore Wind Farm  
 

• Project is being developed with a potential maximum installed generation capacity 
of 1080MW, capable of powering up to 1 million typical UK homes 

• Next steps will be to fine tune the final project design in line with consent conditions  

• Project will seek a route to market ahead of financial decision and start of 
construction 

 
 

Swindon, 18 December 2025 
 
The Secretary of State for Energy Security and Net Zero has granted a Development Consent 
Order (DCO) for the Five Estuaries Offshore Wind Farm, marking a significant milestone in the 
development of this UK renewable energy project. 
 
Five Estuaries is owned by various shareholders including RWE, which is leading the 
development of the project on behalf of the project partners. The offshore wind project is owned 
by RWE (33.33%), a Macquarie-led consortium (25%), ESB (20.83%) and Sumitomo Corporation 
(20.83%.) 
 
An extension to the operational Galloper Wind Farm, the project is to be located in the southern 
North Sea across two seabed areas covering approximately 128 km².  Five Estuaries is 
consented to comprise up to 79 wind turbines, with a maximum tip height of 370 metres, plus 
foundations.  
 
Under the approved plans, electricity generated by the wind farm would be transmitted ashore 
via subsea cables to Sandy Point, located between Frinton-on-Sea and Holland-on-Sea in 
Essex. From there, underground cables will connect to a new substation west of Little Bromley, 
eventually joining the East Anglia Connection Node on the proposed National Grid’s Norwich–
Tilbury transmission corridor.  
 
Danielle Lane, RWE Director of Development for UK and Ireland, commented: “We are 
delighted to have received development consent for Five Estuaries. This achievement reflects 
years of dedicated community engagement and collaboration with local stakeholders.”  
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Once fully constructed, Five Estuaries would be capable of generating sufficient electricity to 
power the equivalent of up to 1 million typical UK homes annually. During construction and 
operations, the project would support hundreds of new and existing skilled jobs, both directly 
and across the wider supply chain. Strategically, the project could also play an important role in 
helping ensure UK security of supply of domestically generated clean power and support the 
Government's transition towards a decarbonised electricity system. 
 
In the meantime, the project team is continuing to work with regional skills and educational 
organisations, businesses and communities to develop its skills and supply chain strategies, 
while progressing with the detailed design elements of the project. The project will continue to 
keep local people and stakeholders informed of activities associated with building the wind farm 
and its progress. 
 
 
 

For further enquiries: Mark Fleming 
Media Relations 
RWE Offshore Wind GmbH 
M +44 7825 608096 
E mark.fleming@rwe.com 

 

Pictures for media use (credit: RWE) are available at the RWE Media Centre  

Further information about Five Estuaries Offshore Wind Farm can be found here.  
 
 
RWE 
RWE is leading the way to a modern energy world. With its investment and growth strategy, RWE is contributing significantly to the 
success of the energy transition and the decarbonisation of the energy system. Around 20,000 employees work for the company in 
almost 30 countries worldwide. RWE is one of the leading companies in the field of renewable energy. RWE is investing billions of 
euros in expanding its generation portfolio, in particular in offshore and onshore wind, solar energy and batteries. It is perfectly 
complemented by its global energy trading business. Thanks to its integrated portfolio of renewables, battery storage and flexible 
generation, as well as its broad project pipeline of possible new builds, RWE is well positioned to address the growing global 
demand for electricity, particularly driven by further electrification and artificial intelligence. RWE is decarbonising its business in 
line with the 1.5-degree reduction pathway and will phase out coal by 2030. RWE will be net zero by 2040. Fully in line with the 
company’s purpose - Our energy for a sustainable life. 
 
Forward-looking statements 
This press release contains forward-looking statements. These statements reflect the current views, expectations and assumptions 
of management, and are based on information currently available to management. Forward-looking statements do not guarantee 
the occurrence of future results and developments and are subject to known and unknown risks and uncertainties. Actual future 
results and developments may deviate materially from the expectations and assumptions expressed in this document due to 
various factors. These factors primarily include changes in the general economic and competitive environment. Furthermore, 
developments on financial markets and changes in currency exchange rates as well as changes in national and international laws, 
in particular in respect of fiscal regulation, and other factors influence the company’s future results and developments. Neither the 
company nor any of its affiliates undertakes to update the statements contained in this press release.  
 
General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR) 
The personal data processed in connection with the press releases will be processed in compliance with the legal data protection 
requirements. If you are not interested in continuing to receive the press release, please inform us at communications@rwe.com. 
Your data will then be deleted and you will not receive any further press releases from us in this regard. If you have any questions 
about our data protection policy or the exercise of your rights under the GDPR, please contact ukdataprotectionrwe@rwe.com. 
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