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Development Consent Order granted for RWE’s Peartree
Hill Solar Farm project

Swindon, 2 July 2026

RWE has secured development consent for the 320MW Peartree Hill Solar Farm project in East
Yorkshire, marking an important milestone in the delivery of one of the UK’s nationally
significant infrastructure projects. Solar projects over 50MW are assessed through the
Development Consent Order (DCO) process rather than the local town and country planning
system. Peartree Hill is RWE's second UK solar project to be granted development consent
through the DCO process.

Located east of Beverley, Peartree Hill Solar Farm is set to generate enough renewable
electricity to meet the equivalent energy needs of up to 230,000 homes*. The project will
connect to the national electricity network via underground cables to the Creyke Beck
Substation, helping to strengthen UK energy security through domestically produced renewable
power.

Nadine Janecke, Chief Development Director, RWE Renewables Europe & Australia:
“Securing development consent for the Peartree Hill solar project is an important milestone and
reflects the collaborative work undertaken with local communities, stakeholders and our project
team. The project has the potential to provide reliable, renewable power while delivering
meaningful benefits for the local area through investment in biodiversity, public access and
community funding.”

The project has been shaped through extensive engagement with local communities and
stakeholders throughout the Development Consent Order process, with feedback incorporated
into the final design.

The project has been designed to deliver lasting environmental and community benefits,
delivering more than 50% biodiversity net gain across the site. This includes a new wildflower
meadow, native hedgerows, tree planting and habitat creation for local wildlife.

The proposals also include up to 12 kilometres of new permissive paths, picnic areas,
educational features and potential outdoor classrooms to improve public access and
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encourage learning about biodiversity and renewable energy.

In line with RWE’s commitment in the Solar Developers Charter to support local communities,
Peartree Hill will establish a Community Benefit Fund of up to £4.2 million over the project's
operational lifetime. The independently managed fund will support local initiatives and
community projects, with funding decisions informed by local representatives.

Development consent marks an important milestone for the project. RWE will now progress the
activities needed to inform the next phase of development, with further updates provided as the
project advances.

For further enquiries: Kelly Nye
Media Relations
RWE Renewables Europe and Australia GmbH
T+44 7795354552
E kelly.nye@rwe.com

*assuming typical UK household consumption, based on latest statistics from Ofgem (2026)
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RWE is leading the way to a modern energy world. With its investment and growth strategy, RWE is contributing significantly to the
success of the energy transition and the decarbonisation of the energy system. Around 20,000 employees work for the company in
over 20 countries worldwide. RWE is one of the leading companies in the field of renewable energy. RWE is investing billions of euros
in expanding its generation portfolio, in particular in offshore and onshore wind, solar energy and batteries. It is perfectly
complemented by its global energy trading business. Thanks to its integrated portfolio of renewables, battery storage and flexible
generation, as well as its broad project pipeline of possible new builds, RWE is well positioned to address the growing global
demand for electricity, particularly driven by further electrification and artificial intelligence. RWE is decarbonising its business in
line with the 1.5-degree reduction pathway and will phase out coal by 2030. RWE will be net zero by 2040. Fully in line with the
company’s purpose - Our energy for a sustainable life.
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