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RWE marks major construction milestones at Sofia
offshore wind farm

e Project sees arrival of brand-new turbine installation vessel, first turbine
load-out and completion of Sofia’s first recyclable blades at Siemens Gamesa
in Hull.

o Installation of the first turbines due to start imminently with first power to
follow.

e With commissioning due in 2026, Sofia will make a major contribution to
achieving the UK’s Clean Power 2030 target, capable of powering the
equivalent of over 1.2 million typical homes.

Swindon, 17 March 2025

RWE, one of the world’s leading offshore wind companies, is celebrating significant progress in
the construction of its 1.4 gigawatts (GW) Sofia offshore wind farm located on the Dogger Bank
off the UK east coast.

The project has already achieved several major milestones in the construction of foundations,
onshore and offshore electrical systems over the past months. It is now preparing for the first
turbine installation expected in the coming weeks, and first generation of electricity and feed
into the grid later this year.

Sven Utermohlen, RWE CEO Offshore Wind: "Sofia is RWE's largest offshore construction
project globally and remains on track and on budget to generate first power this year. This
impressive progress reflects the expertise of our RWE team and the strong support of our supply
chain partners, ensuring the successful delivery of flagship projects like Sofia. For the UK
particularly, the achievement of these latest milestones demonstrates RWE's crucial role in
deploying offshore wind in support of the UK Government’s Clean Power targets by 2030.
Through partnerships with companies like Siemens Gamesa in Hull, RWE is able to support jobs
and prosperity within coastal communities and is a tangible example of the value of offshore
wind to the UK’s economy.”

Last week saw the arrival of the brand-new, state-of-the-art Wind Peak turbine installation
vessel from Cadeler, which will carry the first of the 14 megawatts (MW) turbine! components to
the project located 195km offshore, for installation. In addition, the first of 150 recyclable? wind
turbine blades, manufactured in Hull by Siemens Gamesa have been produced ready for
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installation at 50 of Sofia’s 100 turbines in Spring.

So far at Sofia, more than half of the offshore turbine foundations have been installed, the
offshore converter station, onshore substation, and onshore and offshore export cables are
also in place, in preparation for first generation later this year.

Energy Minister Michael Shanks said: “It is great to see this exciting milestone reached for the
Sofia offshore wind farm. Today takes us a step closer to achieving our mission for clean power
by 2030, with over a million homes expected to be powered by the cutting-edge turbines of
Sofia wind farm. With £6 billion of investment from this project alone, our clean power mission is
creating future-proof jobs, making the UK energy secure, and delivering the clean power needed
to get bills down for good.”

Marc Becker, Siemens Gamesa Head of Offshore, said: “As wind energy becomes a
cornerstone of the global energy transition, more than one million tons of blade material is
expected to be installed annually. Our recyclable blades can give those materials a second use.
At Hull, we are proud to be producing 150 recyclable blades for Sofia. This is a major landmark
moment: Sofia, one of the largest offshore wind farms in the world, will be the first in UK waters
to feature this industry-leading innovation.”

Lifecycle sustainability innovation

The completion of the first recyclable blades represents a pioneering step toward full lifecycle
sustainability and aligns with RWE’s sustainability ambitions. This breakthrough technology,
which incorporates an advanced resin system, enables efficient material separation and reuse,
setting a new industry benchmark. Siemens Gamesa'’s Hull facility plays a vital role in this
transformation, serving as a hub for technological advancement and economic growth, and
having provided its first recyclable blades to RWE's Kaskasi offshore wind farm. RWE's and
Siemens Gamesa’s joint commitment to local manufacturing strengthens supply chains and
generates job opportunities, reinforcing the UK’s renewable energy sector.

Vessel innovation

Further underscoring the project’s progress, the Wind Peak vessel—purpose-built by Cadeler—is
one of the largest to be deployed in UK waters and most advanced vessel of its kind across the
global industry. With a deck space of 5,600m?, a payload of over 17,600 tons and main crane
capacity of above 2,600 tons at 46 meters, the vessels can transport and install up to seven
complete turbine sets per load, cutting down the number of trips needed for each project, thus
accelerating installation speed, while minimizing installation costs and the carbon footprint.

RWE currently operates 10 offshore wind farms across the UK, with an additional nine in
development. These development projects represent a combined potential installed capacity of
approximately 9.8 GW, with RWE's pro-rata share totalling 7 GW.
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Editor notes

1. Impressive wind power

Each of Siemens Gamesa’s 14 megawatts turbines stand over 252 metres above sea level with blades of 108 meters - longer than
a football pitch. The turbines are the engine room of RWE's 1.4 gigawatts offshore wind farm. When complete, Sofia will be capable
of generating enough electricity to power the equivalent of 1.2 million typical UK homes.

2. Sustainable power

With the "Recyclable Blade', Siemens Gamesa has introduced a new type of resin that can be efficiently separated from the other
components at the end of its service life. The resin can be dissolved, and the materials reused.

Sofia’s Socio-Economic impact

A report commissioned by RWE estimates the project could deliver substantial economic benefits regionally and nationally during
construction and operation. It is estimated to generate over 8,800 jobs (defined as full-time equivalent person-years of
employment), with over 2,000 people working on the project at the height of construction. Of the estimated £760 million Gross
Value Added (GVA) benefits to the UK economy, £181 million is expected to accrue in the Yorkshire and Humber region, and £62
million in the North East.

RWE

RWE is leading the way to a clean energy world. With its investment and growth strategy Growing Green, RWE is contributing
significantly to the success of the energy transition and the decarbonisation of the energy system. Around 20,000 employees work
for the company in almost 30 countries worldwide. RWE is already one of the leading companies in the field of renewable energy.
RWE is investing billions of euros in expanding its generation portfolio, in particular in offshore and onshore wind, solar energy and
batteries. It is perfectly complemented by its global energy trading. RWE is decarbonising its business in line with the 1.5-degree
reduction pathway and will phase out coal by 2030. RWE will be net-zero by 2040. Fully in line with the company’s purpose - Our
energy for a sustainable life.

General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR)

The personal data processed in connection with the press releases will be processed in compliance with the legal data protection
requirements. If you are not interested in continuing to receive the press release, please inform us at communications@rwe.com.
Your data will then be deleted and you will not receive any further press releases from us in this regard. If you have any questions
about our data protection policy or the exercise of your rights under the GDPR, please contact ukdataprotectionrwe@rwe.com.
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